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ADVERTISEMENT,

Many English visitors to Rome, who enjoyed the privilege of an acquaintance
with the late Mr. William Palmer, will remember how he used to invite a party
of friends to his rooms, and arrange them round his table, and then place in the
centre of the table a pair of his pictures from the Catacombs, and explain them in
his own inimitable way. . He had often been asked to publish these pictures, with the
explanations; in fact, in 1859, he made arrangements for doing so, and brought
out a little volume, entitled, * Early Christian Symbolism,” intended for the
explanation of the plates which were to follow. These were to have been done in
chromo-lithography ; but the expense of the process was so great, that Mr. Palmer
reluctantly abandoned the design. He afterwards had the pictures photographed,
but for some reason or other the work never came into the hands of the public.
This is hardly to be regretted, for photography gives a very inadequate idea of
coloured drawings, as may easily be seen by any one who will look at Mr. Parker’s
photographs of the Catacomb paintings.

At Mr. Palmer's death, these drawings came, together with all his other literary
works, into the hands of Cardinal Newman, who consented to entrust them to us,
if we saw our way to give them to the public. There were several considerations
that made us hesitate. The expense of publishing coloured plates is necessarily
great, and too limited a portion of the public take sufficient interest in the Catacombs
to give us hopes of a large sale. Moreover, this work of Mr. Palmer’s was written
before the important researches of the Commendatore De Rossi had been given to
the world ; and it is, therefore, by no means so complete as it would have been,
had its accomplished author been able to re-write it himself. We have, in our own
English Roma Sotterranea, endeavoured to make De Rossi’s discoveries and con-
clusions known to the English public; and we have, in the second part of that
work, drawn out the symbolical teaching of the paintings and sculptures of the
early Christians. Notwithstanding this, we still think there is room for a work
such as Mr. Palmer’s; and we have undertaken its publication, not only as an act
of gratitude towards a departed friend, from whom we received much kindness and
instruction, but also, because we think that there are many who have not the

patience to search out for themselves in our larger work the doctrinal teaching of
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EARLY CHRISTIAN SYMBOLISM
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